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Letter from the Editor

We're back. This issue features Chuck Davis, artistic director of the Chuck Davis Dance Company, the international
African dance company that got started right here in the boogie down. He enlightens us about life and times before the
dance boom of the 70’s and Hip Hop. Find out about one of our finest teachers, a forefather of Bronx dance who has
given us important information to anyone interested in Bronx dance history.

It’s amazing the amount of dance performances and news that occurred during these last 3 months since our last issue.
Get a load of this list! BRIO (Bronx Recognizes Its Own) winner Afua Hall is currently working with Philadanco.
Christopher Campbell came in from dancing with the Metropolitan Opera. From planet Alvin Ailey, Bronx-born Richard
Rivera uses BAAD! as his incubator. My own company, Typical Theatre, presented a Dreamscape at BAAD! Kim
Vasquez’ West African influenced KUSH tore the Bronx up. Afro Dominican group Caracol kept its tradition alive and
brought it right here. The Virsky Ukrainian National Dance Company brightened up the season at Lehman Center for
the Performing Arts. Alice Tierstien directed her Fieldston Dance Company who presented works by Doug Elkins.
Eight dance companies from the Bronx dance community came together for the 3rd Annual Bronx Dances for DRA
concert. Claire Barratt's Cilla Vee Movement Projects lit up the Botanical Gardens. The Point CDC hosted an all
important tribute to Xiomara. And Retumba brought down the spirits of the Three Kings at the Bronx zoo. And, don’t
forget about those Bronx Nutcrackers from Contemporary Ballet Theatre and Bronx Dance Theatre. Need | say

more...read on.

-Arthur Aviles, Editor-in-Chief
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Special thanks to Chuck Davis, Thelma Horton, Ivye and Eric Booth.
Photos courtesy of Chuck Davis and The African American Dance Ensemble.

Thanks to the Association of Hispanic Arts (AHA) and Melissa Ngirailemesang. We would also like to thank the
volunteers for their support.

We appreciate feedback and/or additions to the magazine. If you would like to join the volunteer staff, please contact us
at 718-842-5223.

This project is made possible with funds from the Bronx Council on the Arts through the Ford Foundation and with funds from the
Department of Cultural Affairs.

Bronx Dance Magazine and Bronx Dance Coalition are projects of Arthur Aviles Typical Theatre and operate from the
Bronx Academy of Arts and Dance (BAAD!), 841 Barretto Street, Bronx, NY 10474. BAAD! was founded by
dancer/choreographer Arthur Aviles with assistance from the Point CDC.




Minutes: September 21, 2004
Attending: Arthur Aviles, Claire Barratt, Melissa
Calderon, Jane Gabriels, Alethea Pace, Pepper and
Kimberly Vasquez

AP: Update on what people have done so far.
CB: Called directory and left messages for people to
participate-performance, production or volunteer.
AP: So far performers are AATT, cilla_vee, Kush, CBT,
Physual and Opus.
KV: I’ll ask at Bronx Dance Theater, maybe the belly dance
teacher or the flamenco teacher. How about the students?
AP: We were considering a separate young people’s event.
CB: Darkeem is interested in performing as well.
KV: Last year was the reception by donation or did you buy?
CB: Not as many people donated as I expected. BCA donated
$100 for food. We asked one dish per performer. Liquor was
from George Acevado.
KV: Did you arrange for Sherman to play?
CB: That was Pepper. I didn’t have as many connections as I
do now after living here in the Bronx longer.
KV: Tl approach the same place that catered the 1% coalition
meeting. Also, BCA and George for donations.
CB: Same location for reception?
P: Yes, it will be held in my studio. Was converted from my
office last year.
AP: Make sure you let Gail (landlady) know. There was
miscommunication last time.
P: Last year we created a sponsorship letter to take to
supermarkets. Bravo’s might donate. Ask for Peter and go
with a list of needs.
CB: Iwent to the chain stores but it takes a long time to deal
with bureaucracy.
P: Start asking now for next year. Going to the same people
each time starts to wear on them. Maybe go with BXDC press
kit.
KV: How about the postcards?
P: Poster was created by DRA and reduced to postcard size.
Then, printing was donated by Leo at ProPrinting.

AA: Everyone should submit a photo for the postcard and
then the DRA designer will choose.

P: Deadline for pictures is Friday the 24™ so we can have the
cards by the following week.

AA: Joy Dawn was interested in having her kids perform.
P: Maybe next year there can be a child event preceding the
adult performance.

KV: Invite political figures.

MC: Are you opposed to a beer sponsor? Last year the
Brooklyn Brewery donated to the Mott Haven Arts Festival.
Absolut is another possibility.

KV: Sponsors won’t be on the postcard if we contact them
now.

P: We’ll put them on the program.

AA: People who can’t participate can buy 2 tickets.

CB: Who is the production crew?

AA: I’'m one of them.

AP: Joy Dawn volunteered.

AA: BAAD! could use one more person for setup and
breakdown.

CB: Also a sound person.

KV: TI'll use BCA contacts to resend the volunteer letter.
MC: I should connect with Charles and his press list for
sending the press releases.

MC: Will there be items for sale? Maybe create at package-
goodie bags.

JG: Raffle the tickets.

CB: Sell it at the door. Claire will make basket.

KV: Tickets- $1 for one and $6 for five.

MC: Include stuff from sponsors.

P: Additional letter to ask for donations for gift basket. Drop
off at BAAD!

KV: Ask BCA artisans.

JG: Difficult time for me. Merian Soto is performing that
weekend at DTW. I'll try to find a performer.

Dance @ BAAD! for DRA 3: The Bronx Dance Coalition’s 3 Annual Benefit for Dancers Responding to AIDS

T

Andrea Blackwell

p Opus Dance Theatre finds it necessary to participate in the [Dancers Responding to AIDS]

event, because as performing artists, we are losing many of our colleagues, friends and family to
AIDS. It seems as if the more educated and aware of AIDS we are as a community of artists,
the more people we can reach and inform about this uphill battle. The performing arts are a
strong venue to reach people and seek support about an iliness that is slowly continuing

to eliminate people in our society. We believe this venue on 10/29/2004 at BAAD will inform,
uplift, and reach a new generation of artists who will need to know the struggle is a never

ending war, and we all must support one another, for the battle is not over.

INSPIRIT, a dance companyis a strong supporter of Dancers Responding to Aids. We believe that
without their tireless efforts so many of our colleagues in the dance world and theater community

would not be able to afford the medications they need to treat their illnesses, feed themselves, or A

afford to pay their rent. DRA is an exceptional organization who strives to bridge gaps in healthcare

for low or no income artist infected with HIV and AIDS. INSPIRIT is proud to be a part of their effort ( L
in any way necessary.

Paloma McGregor




The African American Dance Ensemble seeks to preserve and share the finest
traditions of African and African American dance and music through research,
education and entertainment. With our motto, "peace, love, respect for everybody," we
celebrate traditional African culture, aesthetics and values as resources for all people
and utilize these resources to encourage interracial cooperation, cross-cultural
understanding and societal analysis.

ORIGINS OF THE AFRICAN AMERICAN DANCE
ENSEMBLE

o
=

The Early Years
The story of the African American Dance Ensemble begins with Chuck Davis, a native
&\ of Raleigh, North Carolina, whose path from Raleigh's all black Ligon High School
o > through Howard University's Theater and Dance Program eventually led him to New
Clic Davis York City and the world of professional dance.

Chuck's first job as a regular member of a professional troupe came in 1959 when he joined the Klara Harrington Dance
Company. From that point through 1968 he danced professionally with a number of modern, jazz, Afro-Cuban and
African companies. Among these are the Olatunji Dance Company, the Eleo Pomare Dance Company, and the Bernice
Johnson Dance Company. These were learning years and Chuck learned from the best. The list of mentors is long and
impressive. Thelma Hill, Eleo Pomare, Jean Leon Destine, Katherine Dunham and Pearl Primus are among those who
make the connections between African and Western experiences.

The African Connection

Chuck Davis' connection to Africa began with his birthright, but the artistic connection began with a performance of the
Sierra Leone National Dance Company at the New York World's Fair in 1964. Study in Africa became a goal. The
opportunity came in 1977 when the Chuck Davis Dance Company participated in FESTAC, an international exposition
and celebration of African culture, held in Lagos, Nigeria. Each year thereafter, he has returned to the continent for
further study of traditional dance styles and music.

The Chuck Davis Dance Company

In 1968, the Chuck Davis Dance Company was founded in New York City with Chuck Davis as the Artistic Director.
The company performed to rave reviews in the New York area and elsewhere in the United States, gradually
establishing itself as one of the nation's premier Afro-American dance companies. This was the company that came to
Durham, North Carolina in 1980 at the invitation of the American Dance Festival. It was a case of "love at first sight."
There was no letting go. Chuck Davis, the American Dance Festival, and the local community have generated a synergy
larger than any of them alone could have achieved. Stages and auditoriums could not contain the performances. The
environment became the stage, and the audiences became the performers. "Peace, love, respect for everybody," became
the simple but powerful message the art was bringing to the community.

The African American Dance Ensemble

Each season from 1980 to 1984 the Chuck Davis Dance Company was in residence with the American Dance Festival's
Community Services Program and each season the participants in this outreach program grew. By 1983 it had become
obvious that there was a developing core of local dancers whose levels of proficiency were approaching those of the
professionals from whom they were learning. The African American Dance Ensemble was born. The Ensemble's
"arrival" came in February 1984 when they gave their first full concert as an independent professional company. In the
1985 season of the American Dance Festival, the African American Dance Ensemble stood on its own and took its place
among the other established companies when it premiered two new Chuck Davis works, "Saturday Night, Sunday
Morning," and "Drought,” both of which were commissioned by the American Dance Festival.

The Ensemble is comprised nine musicians and dancers under the leadership of Artistic Director, Chuck Davis, a
Musical Director; a twelve member working Board of Directors, committed to the further development of the Ensemble;

and an administrative staff of four professionals. The organization has constituted itself as a nonprofit corporation.

-Taken from The African American Dance Ensemble Website: http://users.vnet.net/aade/mem.html




Bronx Dance

Directory

ARTISTS

Alethea Pace

930 Grand Concourse #2E
Bronx, NY 10474
718-537-0098
alethepace@hotmail.com
Anthony Meyers

2180 Bronx Park East # 5K
Bronx, NY 10462
718-822-8041
Amask1120@aol.com
Antonio Ramos

189 St. Marks Avenue #11
Brooklyn, NY 11238
Ariane Garcia

1084 Fox Street, Basement
Bronx, NY 10459
917-957-8975
ariane1229@yahoo.com
Awilda Sterling-Duprey
awildasterling@hotmail.com
Christal Brown

1515 Grand Concourse #5D
Bronx, NY 10452

(336) 253-1057
cnbrown78@hotmail.com
www.womenatworkdance.com
Claire Barrat

Cilla Vee Movement Projects
H&H Productions

P.O. Box 1642

Bronx, NY 10451
cilla_vee@verizon.net
www.hhproduction.net
Darren Chase

2730 Bronx Park East
Bronx, NY 10467
718-653-4218
chaseé1@iwon.com

Dawn Crandell

26 Bedford Park Blvd #E1
Bronx, NY 10468
347-276-8849
rubysarah@yahoo.com

Joy Dawn Williams
JDdanceballet@yahoo.com
JDdanceballetDP@aol.com
Jule Jo Ramirez

1278 1" Avenue #15

New York, NY 10021
212-737-3438
julejoramirez@yahoo.com
Krystal Hall-Glass

2990 Marion Avenue #5E
Bronx, NY 10458
718-584-5178
khall@harlemschoolofthearis.o
rg

Lucy Aponte

642 Rosedale Avenue
Bronx, New York 10473
718-589-0455
livinglearningbyarts@juno.com
Maria and Eddie Torres
1964 Matthews Ave

Bronx, NY 10462
718-319-9317

Marsi Burns

3901 Independence Ave #6A
Bronx, NY 10463
Marsi21@aol.com

Masako Koga

316 W. 95" Street #121
New York, New York 10025
212-749-8262

Michelle Fleet
wikneez@hotmail.com

917-339-4461
212-283-3688

Monica Figueroa

720 Manida Street #2
Bronx, NY 10474
646-515-6856
TapDival9@aol.com
Norma Jean Barnes
4200 Hutchinson River Pkwy
#13A

Bronx, NY 10475
718-320-1472

Pat Hall-Smith

38-39 Prait Avenue
Bronx, NY 10466
718-390-7431
pat@pathalldance.com
www.pathalldance.com
Patricia Mabry

15 West 139th St. #14J
New York, NY 10037
212-694-4118

Pedro Jimenez
917-532-4826
cubaness@yahoo.com
Rhema Sterling

825 Boynton Avenue
Bronx, NY 10473
718-842-1183

Richard Colon aka Crazy Legs
328 First Street

Jersey City, NJ 07302
www.rocksteadycrew.com
Samantha Hewitt

836 Tilden Street
Bronx, NY 10467
718-231-0393

Wendy Nicolls

P.O. Box 603

Bronx, NY 10453

Zan Yassin

654 Manida Street
Bronx, NY 10474
718-991-9381

DANCE COMPANIES
Arthur Aviles Typical Theatre
Arthur Aviles- Artistic Director
BAAD!

841 Barretio Street

Bronx, NY 10474
718-842-5223
aatt@mail.com

Ballet Folklorico Mexicano Del
Refugio

290 E.196th Street (Our Lady
of Refuge)

Bronx, NY 10458
917-582-4895
2bronx2@aol.com
Contemporary Ballet Theatre
Pepper - Arfistic Director
P.O. Box 740015

Bronx, NY 10474
718-860-6400
212-642-8374
peppercbt@aol.com

Danze Divas

Shirisa Jarvis
Sapphireblu21@aol.com
Eloquence Performance
Company

Bryan Davis- Artistic Director
BryonLDavis@aol.com
Expressions Dance Alliance
Fordham University

441 E. Fordham Rd.

Bronx, NY 10458
718-817-1000

Full Circle Productions

Marla Teyolia, Company
Manager

1810 Bruckner Blvd #4F
Bronx, NY 10473
www.fullcirlcesoul.com
845-8380727

Just Us Dance Company
Peter Gonzalez - Artistic
Director

10 Lent Avenue

Hempstead, NY 11550
516-483-8089
212-543-6191
justusco@aol.com

Kanata Native Dance Theatre
Bess Pruitt - Artistic Director
819 E. 168th Street
Bronx, New York
718-589-0400
KUSH

Kimberly Vasquez
205 City Island Avenue #4
Bronx, NY 10464
718-312-2242
Kimberly@bronxarts.org
La Santa Luz

Anthony Rodriguez- Arfistic
Director

c/o Police Athletic League
New South Bronx Center
991 Longwood Avenue
Bronx, NY 10459
lasantaluz@hotmail.com
One World Arts - Retumba
Yvette Martinez - Aistic
Director

P.O. Box 7

Bronx, New York
718-885-2574
retumba@aol.com
Opus Dance Theatre

James Buster Grant - Artistic
Director

928 Gerard Avenue

Bronx, NY 10451
OPUSDTC@aol.com
718-293-3333

212-996-8413

Owl Red Moon

Darkeem Dennis

889 Dawson Street

Bronx, New York 10459
347-524-7030
owlredmoon@aol.com
Pepatian

Jane Gabriels

Merian Soto - Arfistic Director
1001 Grand Concourse #10F
Bronx, New York 10452
718-588-1936
Pepatian@aol.com

Physual

Richard Rivera - Arfistic Director
646-685-6235
r2nluv@yahoo.com

DANCE SCHOOLS
Andrea’s Dance Studio
900 Morris Park Ave
Bronx, NY 10462
718-597-9869
Barbara Blackwood Dance
Barbara Skinner

3551 Laconia Avenue
Bronx, NY 10469
718-994-9232

Boston Road Ballroom
1462 Boston Rd

10459

10464

Bronx, NY 10460

Bronx Dance Theatre
Barbara Klein Art. Director
Lydia Perez-Assoc.Director
585 East 187" Street

Bronx, New York 10458
718-364-2725
www.bronxdancetheatre.com
bdt1976@aol.com
Contemporary Ballet Theatre
Pepper - Artistic Director
1231 Lafayette Avenue, 4™ f|
Bronx, NY 10474
718-860-6400
peppercbt@yahoo.com
Dancers Dreamzzz

Debbie Melendez

1206 Spofford Avenve
Bronx, NY 10474
718-328-8400
718-328-1869(fax)
ddanacersdreamzzz@aol.com
El Grito Dance School

940 Garrison Ave.

Bronx, NY 10474
718-542-4139

Fancy Feet Dance Studio
1628 Crosby Ave.

Bronx, NY 10461
718-405-5136

Fancy Feet Dance Studio
1295 Allerton Ave.

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136

Gloria Wise Boys & Girls Club
Egeria Bennett - Director
950 Baychester Ave.

Bronx, NY 10475
718-320-0553

Just The Place Inc.

Creative Arts Center

1623 Unionport Rd.

Bronx, New York 10462
718-794-5878
718-239-1118 (fax)
dancejtp@aol.com

Lola Luis Creative & Performing
Aris Studio

755 East 235™ Street

Bronx, NY 10466
718-655-1607
lovolafa@aol.com

Maria’s Dynamic Dance NY
3432 E. Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10457
718-409-0889

Michele Compa Dance &
Exercise

3590 Netherland Ave
Bronx, NY 10463
718-549-9635
compadancer@earthlink.net
Mind-Builders Creative Arts
Center

Madaha Kinsey Lamb-Director
3415 Olinville Ave.

Bronx, NY 10467
718-652-6256

Palomba Academy of Music
Charlie Salinas

974 E. Gun Hill Rd.

Bronx, NY 10469
718-882-3700

Side Street Kids

Toni Mendoza- Director
1310 Unionport Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462
718-829-7200

www sidestreetkids.org
sidestreetkids@hotmail.com

Starlite Dance Studio
David Melendez

1631 St Peter’s Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
718-828-8282
DMelendez@aol.com
Sofia's Fitness & Dance Studio
3501 Riverdale Avenue
Bronx, NY 10463
718-543-4181

Time 2 Dance Academy
2811 White Plains Road
Bronx, NY 10467
718-654-1700
time2danceacademy.com
Top Hat Dancers, Inc
Harry Venghette Schott, Jr.
3349-51 Hull Avenue #3G
Bronx, NY 10467
718-515-1661
harryvscott@verizon.net
Young Dance Makers
Alice Teirstein

Ethical Culture Fieldston School
Fieldston Road

Bronx, NY 10471
718-329-7300
AliceTeirstein@aol.com
Casa Atabex Ache

Tania Ramirez, Program
Director

471 East 140th Street
Bronx, NY 10454
718-585-5540
casaatabexache@aol.com

COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES

Bronx Community College
Aftn: Susan Moss/AG 300
W. 1817 St & University Ave.
Bronx, NY 10453
718-289-5281

College of Mount St. Vincent
Attn: Dance Club

6301 Riverdale Ave.
Bronx, NY 10471
718-405-3200

College of New Rochelle
Aftn: Dance
Department/Club

332 E. 149" Street

Bronx, NY 10451
914-654-5000

College of New Rochelle
Aftn: Dance
Department/Club

755 Co Op City Blvd.
Bronx, NY 10475
718-320-0300

Fordham University

Attn: Theater/Dance
Department

441 E. Fordham Rd.
Bronx, NY 10458
718-817-1000
212-767-0590
Manhattan College

Attn: Dance Department
4513 Manhattan College
Pkwy.

Bronx, NY 10471
718-862-8000

(Continved page 9)




DAVIS:
BEFORE
THE
BOOM

o

IN A TELEPHONE INTERVIEW
WITH MR. DAVIS THE BRONX
DANCE MAGAZINE LEARNED
ABOUT BRONX DANCE AND
COMMUNITY IN THE 1960’s
FROM A DANCE LEGEND.

¥

Arthur Aviles: |just want to let this whole group
of Bronx dancers know, (I'm one of them),
know who came before, so that we are not just
re-inventing the wheel again. | wanted to ask
you a couple questions about what your
involvement was in the Bronx and how you

can give that to our new audiences here. |

was wondering, in your own words, could you
tell me what your involvement was and who
you were in the Bronx?2

Chuck Davis: Well, for one the Chuck Davis
Dance Company started in the Bronx at the
South Bronx Community Action Theater.

AA: Where was that?

CD: This was back in the 60's right on Brook
Ave. We began as a community class, as a
way of pulling in some of the gang members
from Patterson projects. It was our effort to
reach out, and in attempting to reach out it
began fo take on a life of its own. Ms. Pruitt

and the staff pulled together an exiremely
professional staff that was not only experts in

their fields but also had intellectual knowledge
and the desire to reach young people. In
many instances you would have the drama
department over here and the dance
department over there. At The South Bronx we
had a unified ensemble. In other words, the
kids did not look at it as, ‘oh, I'm a dancer’ or
‘I'm an actor.” They had to be involved in
everything. And my particular expertise was in
the dance and oh | had such a grand time. As
the company developed under the aegis of
Bess Pruitt under the aegis of the South Bronx
Community Action Theatre the Bronx began to
claim us as its own and in doing so they
supported us. Whenever we did little
performances, wherever we were, they would
show up. It got to the point where dance
companies from Manhattan were coming over
to the Bronx. They knew we had developed a
support system over there.

AA: That's great! Did you have young men
and young women?

CD: Oh yes our classes were about half
and half. We had about 25 young men and 25
to 30 young women.

AA: That's amazing because you know how
difficult it is fo get men.

CD: Youseewewere #1. I'mamale and I'm
6ft éinches. So they had that image and | was
pretty wild so when they broke, | would break.
If  had to demonstrate the female side, no
problem. If | had to demonstrate the male
side, no problem. | was able o answer the
question. Now, we were dealing with
traditional African dance. We had lots of
support from the ballet, from the dance
companies of Brazil, from different

companies in Africa. The young men and
women were able to differentiate between
movements. Different dances were done for
different reasons. So linsisted on everybody
learning everything because one of these days
you might decide to teach. If you are going fo
teach then you can not be a one sided
teacher.

AA: What year did you start in the Bronx?2

CD: 1967.




AA: Could you tell us about the difficulties you

CD: | think the difficulties would be the same
that a young company would have no matter
where they were. You see, we had the luxury
of being involved with the community action
theater. So because of that we had a lot of
professional support and many of the pitfalls
were circumvented because we had people
who had been there and done that. Most of
us who would teach there or were involved
were also with Joan Miller up there at Lehman.
She was responsible for putting a lot of people
out there. And then you had different centers
that had their own African dance departments
and began to grow once they saw what was
happening at the theatre. More is not always
better. You had so many people who had a
voice who wanted to say this and who wanted
to say that. They began to step on each
others toes, no pun intended, of course. In
doing so, it began to divide the audience that
was coming along at that time when we were
really beginning to understand and know who
we are and where this
came from. So, as a
result, anyone from Africa
became a god and if they
could move one muscle in
rhythm then they became
2 gods. And as you have
witnessed, I'm sure, many
of the dancers coming in
from Africa learned their
choreography just like
anyone else learns theirs,
which means they would
learn the combinations, learn the songs by
rote. Butf, when they got over here they would
pretend they knew every damn thing. So you
would have one thing being taught over here
and another thing being taught over there.
Then when we all came together, there began
o be this friction to divide everybody. But |
think as time went on and people began to do
more and more research they began to
understand what we were up against.

AA: But you know it's as if what you did is help
to create community. Because, you know,
community is like almost a natural thing where
people start dividing each other. It seems as if
you gave that base of an understanding of

might have had in the Bronx?2

how people could do things and they will do
them differently and then they will start to
divide up and create factions and that's a real
dialogue.

CD: That's what was happening by the time
we got up to Bronx Community College (BCC).
BCC gave us a home and we were there
doing master classes. We had all this space.
This was 1976. Back in those days, many of the
Chuck Davis Dance Company's most famous
works were done there at BCCD:

AA: You are a person who could go anywhere
you want in the world. How did you get from
North Carolina to the Bronx?

CD: Iwas in the military. Then | left the military
and I was in Washington DC and | came into
NY through Olatunji and others and by doing
so | got to be dance captain of Olatuniji's

compcny Spike Mafatto was from South

Africa and he brought all of
that energy in and went to
Julliard. | used to sneak in to
Julliard and take classes with
Dudley. It was Mary Hinkston's
class every morning. | wasn't
enrolled there. | would just
sneak in but that was

before the barns on the doors
and all that stuff.

AA: Wheneverlgo to

i different places outside of the
Umted States ond tell people that I live in the
Bronx, their eyes go crazy and they think that it
is a sirange thing. And they ask me if I'm ok.
I'm wondering what you think of the reputation
of the Bronx back then in relo'nonshtp foits
reputation now.

CD: People react to what they don’t know.
That's the way | look at it. What's that movie?
Fort Apache and several others, that's what
they see. That’sright. It's the same thing in
the Bronx. The only difference in the Bronx is
the fact that there were movies made, not
about the positive issues but it was all about
the negative. People don't really want to hear

about the good that is happening. :




(From pg. 7)

AA: ['s the sign of the times not the Bronx,
righte

CD: Right it's any where you go these days. A
lot of that started to happen at the end of the
1960's when people started with 'this is the age
of Aquarius.” The emphasis was not on
learning. The emphasis was on being. And
that made a big difference. People began to
see how much | can get over rather than how
much | can digest. In that way it was all about
persona rather than what it is that one knows.
During that age of Aquarius, they did not take
the time to learn. They took the time to be.
And it hurt everyone and it wasn't until
recently, like in the 90's, that people began to
realize that there are five generations of
functional illiterates.

AA: Do you feel there is anything you can
directly point to that inspired any of your
dance pieces here in the Bronx?2

CD: |don't have a piece like that. Alll can
say is that the energy in the Bronx, when | was

there, was conducive to my doing
choreography and even though | might not
have taken on a subject, the Bronx was there.

AA: Is there is anything you would like to say to
our Bronx Dance Coalition?

CD: | would like to say that Bronx dancers
should not get caught up in the Bronx but
recognize the fact that dance is beyond the
boundaries. You are learning there. Take
what you learn and go out and share it so that
people can change that image of the Bronx.
When you see that beautiful positive energy
coming out, then Fort Apache and all that
stuff, people will begin to look at it for what it
is, as a movie.

AA: Wow, good inspirational words and we
are going to spread them.

CD: You just put it in there and let everybody
know to show up come on over. Let's have a
grand reunion.

Black History Month at Bronx Community College presents

Chuck Davis and the African American Dance Ensemble
Thursday, February 10, 2005
Master Class/ Alumni Gym, 10:30-11:30am
Performance/ GML Auditorium, 12:15-1:15pm

Tickets are free but reservations are required.

Contact Dr. Suzan Moss at smoss7 @verizon.net




Bronx Dance Directory (pg.5)
COMMUNITY CENTERS
Mott Haven Community Center
Dwayne Jackson, Director
Robert Brown, Program
Coordinator

375 East 143rd Street

Bronx, NY 10454

(718) 292-4151

Patterson Community Center
Michele Smith, Center Director
340 Morris Avenue

Bronx, NY 10454

(718) 993-2744
michlle@eastsidehouses.org
The Point CDC

940 Garrison Avenue

Bronx, NY 10474
718-542-4139
www.thepoint.org
PERFORMANCE SPACES
Bronx Academy of Arts and Dance
(BAAD!)

841 Barretio Street

Bronx, NY 10474
718-842-5223
www.BronxAcademyofArtsandDanc
e.org

Bronx Museum of the Arts
1040 Grand Concourse
Bronx, New York 10456
718-681-6000

Bronx River Arts Center & Gallery
Gail Nathan- Director

1087 East Tremont Ave

Bronx, NY 10460
ginathan@earthlink.net
Camino de Paz

P.O. Box 801

Bronx, NY 10454
718-742-7832

Center Stage Community
Playhouse

2474 Westchester Ave.
Bronx, NY 10461

718-823-6434

Hostos Center for Arts and Culture
Wallace Edgecombe

450 Grand Concourse RC141
Bronx, NY 10451
718-518-6700
718-518-4455 Box Office
Lehman Center for the Performing
Arts

Andrea J. Rockower —

250 Bedford Park Blvd. West
Bronx, New York 10468
718-960-8281, 8232
arockowe@lehman.cuny.edu
Live From the Edge Theater
Chantler Townsend

940 Garrison Avenue

Bronx, NY 10474
718-542-4139
chantlerone@yahoo.com
Lovinger Theater

Dante Alberti

250 Bedford Park Blvd. West
Bronx, NY 10468
718-960-7830
dalberti@lehman.cuny.edu
Vamos A La Pena Del Bronx
718-402-9411

Wave Hill Dance Department
675 W. 252nd Street

Bronx, NY 10471
718-549-3200
info@wavehill.org

OTHER ENTITIES

Archie Broady

1912 Osborne Place

Bronx, NY 10463

Benita Brooks

2720 Grand Concourse #516
Bronx, NY 10458

718-561-5480
609-877-5723

Beth Abraham Hospital
Attn: Dance Program

612 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10467
718-519-4125

Bronx Tourism Council
Janett M. Florindo

198 E. 161st Street, Suite 201
Bronx, NY 10451
718-590-3949
Florindo@boedc.org

Bronx Council on the Arts
Bill Aguado, Ed Friedman,
Ellen Pollen

1738 Hone Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461-1486
718-931-9500
aguado@bronxaris.org
ed@bronxarts.org,
ellen@bronxarts.org

Dance NYC

Robert Yesselman, Director
c/o The JEHT Foundation
120 Wooster Street 2™ Fl.
New York, NY 10012
212-966-1638
ry@dancenyc.org

Darlene Carr & Anthony Carr
2710 Sedgewick Avenue #3A
Bronx, NY 10468
718-601-0824
fitbodies@aol.com

DRA

Denise Roberts Hurlin

165 W. 46" Street Ste. 1300
New York, NY 10036

New Image Comfort Shoe and
Dance Supplies

43 Westchester Square
Bronx, NY 10461
718-319-0829

Rice-Gonzalez Public Relations
Charles Rice-Gonzalez

841 Barretto Street

Bronx, NY 10474
718-542-0267

Maritime College

Atin: Dance Club

6 Pennyfield Avenue

Bronx, NY 10465
718-409-7200
COMMUNITY CENTERS
Community Center

Jackie Barretto - Director
465 Saint Anns Ave.

Bronx, NY 10455
718-665-7850
Community Cenfer

Jeff & Alicia Matthews
2000 Monterey Avenue 1* FI
Bronx, NY 10457
718-367-6689

East Side House Settlement
337 Alexander Avenue, Bronx, NY
10454-1108

(718) 665-5250
esh@eastsidehouse.org
Featherbed Lane Youth Cir.
Mr. Gustuzson - Director
1640 Grand Ave.

Bronx, NY 10453
718-731-8660

Mitchel Community Center
Monge Codio Jr., Director
210 Alexander Avenue
Bronx, NY 10454

(718) 993-9355
mcodio@eastsidehouse.org
Mill Brook Community Center
Frenchtress Oliver,,Director
201 St Ann's Avenue

Bronx, NY 10454
(718)585-1254

DANCERS WANTED

Males and Females
Ballet/Pointe trained with Strong Modern Background
Acting Experience
a Plus
Call 718-860-6400

REHEARSAL AND PERFORMANCE PAY

Auditions for:
JDdanceballet Dance Ensemble
For information contact JoyDawn Williams @
JDdanceballetDP@aol.com or
Jjddanceballet@yahoo.com

OUTSIDE THE BRONX
2005

Fieldston Dance Company
From the Inside Out
January 28 @ 12pm

92nd Street Y (on Lexington Avenue
212-413-5553

Inspirit, A Dance Company
2005 APAP Showcase
January 7 @ 7PM, January 10 @9pm-
The Joan Weill Center for Dance Alvin Ailey Studios
405 West 55th Street, NYC

Pepatian
Bronx Dance Express featuring Arthur Aviles Typical Theatre,
Antonio Ramos, Merian Soto, Jessie Flores, Richard Rivera and
Full Circle
January 8 @10PM APAP, City Center, Studio 5
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